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UN DAY SPECIAL

UN Associations, diplomats observe UN Day

M Day was celebrated at the
U U5 Consulate in Mumbai,

awonderful setting where
LMIC has earlier collaborated on
other events. This Day was organized
by the hdaharashtra UM fssociation
(RAUMNA), under the umbrella of the
Indian Federation of UM Associations
(IFUM &) & number of eminent
speakers talked about different aspects
of the United Nations Deputy Chief
of Mission of the US Embassy in
Delhi, Michael Pelletler, said he
was pleased to host the celebrations
together with Peter Haas, the Consul
General inbdumbai. He emphasized the
importance of different actors coming
together to discuss the values of the
UM, in particular in India, which plays
an increasingly important role in the
dobal field, and has shown its ability
and desire to face out and engage in
the world. The US supports this wery
important. rale of the UM Associations’
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help in spreading and fostering
comeersations.

“ILUM Day is an occasion to celebrate
the UM achiewernents. Equally, itis

a time to look ahead and assess the
way forward™, said UNIC Director
Kiran Mehra-Kerpelman, “because
our task will never be done until the
manifold challenges facing the world

are addressed. Peace, development and
human rights — these are not. abstract
concepts but practical tasks that the LN
sets outto do on a daily basis around
the world ™, She thanked MUNA and the

LS Consulate for organising and hosting

the event, particularly Secretary-General
A. A. Syed and MUMNA Secretary and
¥outh *Wing President Ashraf Ahmed

Shelkh. “Atthe UM Information Centre,

we ndertake campaigns that highlight
the work of the UM and also promote
its various messaged and interlinked
themes™, she added. Cuoting from UM
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secretany-Deneral’s message for the
day, she said: ™We continue to showr
what collective action can do. We can
do even more. Inoa world thatis more
connected, we must be more united ™

Dr. Mukul Sangma, Chief Minister
of Meghalaya and Chairman of [FLIMNE,
Was unable to attend but sent an
inspiring message, deliverad by

Dr. Sheshadrl Charl.

Other speakers included Suresh
Srlvastava; Secrefary-General,
[FUUMNA: Mohinl Mathur, EBxecutive
Chairperson, MUNA; H.E. Mark
Plerce, Consul General of &ustralia
inkdumbai who gave an extremely
interesting overview of M and
Australia and the latter’s role in the
security Council; and H.E. Jaroslaw
Mikus, Consul General of the
Republic of Poland in kdumbai who
provided an emational account of
Poland’s strugele over the vears. He
recounted the poignant story of how
more than 50,000 Polish refugees
were given asylum by the Maharaja
of Nawanagar in [ndia, between | 942
and 1942 and how welcoming the
Indian people were, He also noted
Poland's presidency of the Human
Rights Council in 2013 H.E. Ceylan
Ozen Erlsen, Consul Ceneral of the
Republic of Turkey in Mumbai, talked
about the UM and the girl child and
the significant progress Turkey has
made inthis respect. m

Volunteers in Mumbai school celebrate spirit of UN Day

MIC Mew Delhi has been
‘ | working closely with the
NGO Snant Vikas Trust,
headed by Hriltu Rana, actively
irvolved in inspiring school children
into wolunteerism. Several schools

and colleges across the country, in
particular in Delhi and Mumbai, are
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part of this project which takes on
villages and provides them with suppart
in leading a better life. Together with
some sponsors and the volunteers, the
MED has provided sanitation, sports
facilities, education, safe drinking

water facilities, skills developrment for
women and children, among other
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innevative activities such as providing
opportunities for marketing products
made by the willazers.

One such school which has been
extremely active is the |amnabai
Marsee School in bumbai where
studerts have put their heart and soul




MIC Director Kiran Mehra-
Kerpelman attended a
conference on “Challenges of
Electronic Environment in Academic
Libraries”, orzanized by the University
of Panjab Library for its Golden Jubiles
Celebrations at Chandigarh. Panjab
University has been given the highest
ranking in India. *| am hereto connect
with your academic and student
community as vou discuss the changing
paradigms of accessing information,”
Ms. Mehra-Kerpelman said, “and how
our traditional libraries have to rise
to the challenge.™ She spoke about
howe the arena of information aceess
is so challenging in a country such as
India where broadband accessibility in
many areas is extremely difficult, and
even more challenging is the lack of
electricity in many villages. “"How da
wie reconcile the fact that while many
of us in urban hotspots are tapping and
surfing along at high speeds on the
information highweay”, she questioned,
“there are millions of people who must
rely on printed material az a matter of
necessity?”

“Libraries therefore have to navigate
thiz digital divide,” she added.
“They have to look ahead at new
technologies, but also look back to

make sure that people are not [eft
behind™.

MIC Director Kiran Mehra-
U Kerpelman, together with

Anamika Chakravorty,
Cultural Affairs Cfficer, 1.5 Consulate
General Murmbai, and Philip
Roskamp, Fublic Affairs Officer at
the Consulate, inaugurated a UM
Information Centre corner with LM
publications at the Consulate Library,
enabling the numerous students whao

LIERARY CHAT
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B lively discussion took place on

howe libranans will need to reskill and
retrain and face the new generation of
libraries which highlight information
access senvices and seek to optimize
the infrastructure in ling with users
requirements. And in this process

of managing and cormmunication of
information, technological advances are
plaving a vital role

Fanjab University Yice-Chancellor Mr
Arun K. Grover said that in addition
to the Central Library, the University had
75 other departments with their own
spesialized libraries, and that his dream
weas to have all these electronically
connected in the next 12 months.

Former librarian Ms. A.K. Anand
focused on the fact that existing
infrastructure should be upgraded

and she emphasized that training

and upgrading of skills was extremely
important. she also made a casefor
“not forgetting the old and traditional
as the new and technology-oriented iz
ushered in”.

UNIC Librarian Dr. R. K. Sharma
chaired two Technical Sessions — on
E-Resources and Emerging Technologies!
“Wweb Resources Management and the
Growing Trends in Library & Information
Science He said that the Library and

UN reading comer at US Consulate

wisit the Library to avail of this added
infarmnation.

“When | wisited thiz beautiful library

a couple of years agn™, said UMNIC
Directar, | dreamt of how we could
have some (UM publizations in there.
Thank wou to all those who have helped
to make it a reality.” Deputy Chief of
Mission of the S Embassy in Delhi

‘E-challenges’ for academic libraries
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Fhato Pariak Uniersty

Infarmation Science scene is changing
fastin theface of nevw challenges

and in rezponse to new demands.
Library professionals are experiencing
a transition from stand-alone libraries
to library and information neteorks.
Today libraries can in principle be
completely web-based. He explained
how libraries are entering into
collaborative utilization of resources
through Cloud Computing. Problems
like risk of data security, archiving of
e-books and badk volumes of ejournals
have emerged az a big challenge to the
libraries known as a place for hentage
of documents. A Tibrary with out
wealls” or a virtual library is now
becoming a reality, and it is possible
now to provide library services and
access to information even outside the
library™, Dr. Sharma said. m

Michael Pelletier thanked UNIC
far the contribution, and said thathe
appreciated the opportunity to make
the UM better known among Librany's
visitors. m
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Waorld AIDS Day
| December

The global theme
for World AIDS
Cray from 201 |-
2015, as selected
b the YWorld
Al05 Campaign,
is "Getting to
Zero™ echoing the
UMAIDS vision of
achieving “zero

newe HIY infections,
zero discrimin ation,

zero Al D5-related
deaths™

Ohbserved
worldwide on |
Decernber since
|99, World AIDS
Day unites people
from around the
world to raize
awareness of

the global AI0S
response and join,
in solidarity, the
milliens of people
living with and
affected by HI%

International Day of Persons with Disabilities s e
3 December siEnable

Fersons with disabilities are both agents and beneficianies, who would also take the lead in
development processes. The full and effective participation of persons with disabilities is a
prereq uisite for inclusive, sustainable and equitable development.

The commemeration of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities in 2013 provides an
opportunity to address this exclusion by focusing on promoting accessibility and removing all types
of barriers in society

3 Decemnber was proclaimed as the International Day of Persons with Disabilities by the General
Bssernbly in its resolution 4713 of 14 October 1992,

International Valu ntegrna;: . g:.,,_ X| Internaticnal
5&@&&1‘\1&3[’ i Anti-Corruption Day
o 9 De ce mber

Corruption is a complex social, political

and economic phenomenon that affects all
countries. Corruption undermines democratic
institutions, slows economic develspment

and contributes to govern mental instability
Cormuption attacks the foundation of democratic
institutions by distorting electoral processes,
perverting the rule of law and creating
bureaucratic quagmires whose only reason for
exizting is the soliciting of bribes.

an opportunity for voluntee 'ganrz&t;ms'
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On 31 Detober 2003, the General Assembly
adopted the United Mations Convention against
Cormuption and requested that the Secretary-
General designate the United Mations Office on
Crugs and Crime (UMNODC) as secretari at for
the Convention’s Conference of States Parties
(resclution S&f4).

local volunteerism in countries 7 ’Thm,}agﬁ ti're*
auime %hmte{ ng ser\ xfe%u

mthwakaﬁf“ﬁém]ﬂ high-level mesting on
dmatyﬁty amj de}fa]@pmgnt& thes«lq«temaﬁ;}mﬂ The Azsembhy also desionated 9 December

] 1des as International Anti-Coruption Day, to raise
awareness of corruption and of the rele of the
Comvention in combating and preventing it.
The Comvention entered into force in December

2005,
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