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THE FUTURE WE WANT

Students paint the future they want

skill, evident in the images that came 

together in the vivid exhibit at UN 

House. The exhibition also included an 

installation produced by students at 

one of MAAC’s centres in New Delhi – 

a striking depiction of a human being 

emerging from the debris of a grim 

wasteland to prop up a renewed Earth 

running on green energy. 

n exhibit of selected photo 

images depicting sculptures A and installations created by 

young animation design students on 

the theme The Future We Want was 

launched at UN House, New Delhi, on 

29 May. 

The Future We Want campaign is the 

UN’s global initiative to capture 

people's ideas, dreams and aspirations 

for a better tomorrow. It promotes the 

themes of the upcoming Rio+20 

Summit (the UN Conference on 

Sustainable Development) which will 

take place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on 

20-22 June 2012. 

The exhibition was organized by the 

UN Information Centre in 

collaboration with the Maya Academy 

of Advanced Cinematics (MAAC), the 

animation and VFX education arm of 

Aptech, one of India’s leading IT 

education and training companies. 

Students from MAAC centres across 

India – Delhi, Mumbai, Siliguri, and 

Indore, among others – were asked to 

create artistic works on the The Future 

We Want. The result was an exuberant 

display of imagination, creativity and 

Another creative spinoff of this exercise 

was a set of postcards containing some 

of the best images from the exhibit. 

Titled ‘Paint Your Future’, the 

postcards will be distributed during 

various events and activities promoting 

the themes of Rio+20 and The Future 

We Want campaign.

The exhibit was launched by UNIC 

Director Kiran Mehra-Kerpelman, 

Aptech CEO Ninad Karpe and UN 

Resident Coordinator Patrice Coeur-

Bizot. Ms. Mehra-Kerpelman also 

presented the first set of postcards to 

Mr. Coeur-Bizot and Mr. Karpe. A 

number of students from MAAC’s New 

Delhi centres were present on the 

occasion along with their mentors.

The event concluded with the launch of 

a 30-second animation film created by 

MAAC and UNIC to promote The 

Future We Want. The broadcast-

quality film highlights the seven 

themes of Rio+20 and will be shown at 

various other venues after a stint at 

UN House. It will also be made 

available on the UNIC website 

(www.unic.org.in) and broadcast on  

television channels across India.

The exhibit, the postcards and the film 

are part of UNIC’s continuing effort to 

reach out to young people and tap into 

their ideas and energy, adding value to 

the Future We Want campaign. UNIC’s 

partnership with MAAC will also 

involve the joint presentation of the 

24FPS 2012 Animation Awards on the 

theme The Future We Want. The idea is 

to build on the success of our 

collaboration on the 24FPS 2011 

contest which saw contestants 

producing a number of high-quality 

animation films on the Millennium 

Development Goals.

www.uncsd2012.org
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ROVING REPORTER Every month, ROVING REPORTER highlights salient  activities of various UN agencies and programmes in India. 
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Scotland also contributed to this issue. 

The newspaper was launched during a 

Children’s Social Conclave held on 10 

May 2012 in New Delhi to mark the 

culmination of Global Youth Service 

Day, initiated by Youth Service 

America. Twenty two schools from the 

National Capital Region took part in the 

conclave. The Conclave was organized 

by the People’s Institute for 

Development and Training, the Gurudev 

Rabindranath Tagore Foundation, UNV, 

World Wildlife Fund India, Rahim 

Greens and Sacchet. Interviewed by 

children for The Peace Gong, UNV 

Deputy Executive Coordinator Naheed 

Haque pointed out that for a peaceful 

 special issue of The Peace 

Gong, a quarterly newsletter Awritten for and by children in 

India and beyond, has been dedicated 

to volunteerism. Young reporters wrote 

on different dimensions of volunteerism 

and articulated key themes underlined 

by the tenth anniversary of the 

International Year of Volunteers 

(IYV+10). Most of the stories reflected 

on initiatives taken by the young 

students themselves. Children from six 

states of India (Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, 

Jammu and Kashmir, Jharkhand, 

Meghalaya, and West Bengal) took 

part; and children from Australia, 

Egypt, Indonesia, Pakistan, Nepal and 

UNV: Children’s newspaper highlights volunteering

“I would like to thank the government 

of Australia for its continued support to 

refugee projects in India,” Ms. 

Montserrat Feixas Vihe, UNHCR’s 

chief of mission, told the minister. 

ustralia’s Minister for 

Immigration and Citizenship, 

Chris Bowen, recently visited A
one of UNHCR’s refugee centres in 

south Delhi to see refugees making 

patterned kurtas (Indian-style shirts) 

and  artificial jewellery – and hear 

about the refugees’ bold new money-

making ideas.

“I made this,” an elderly Afghan 

refugee woman said as she showed him 

a paper bowl. “It’s my work.” Bowen 

complimented her work and then 

moved on to admire kurtas and 

handbags made by the refugees.

He dropped in on the centre funded by 

the UN refugee agency during his two-

day visit to Delhi to see refugees’ craft-

making skills, and to highlight a new 

Australian-government funded 

programme to help refugees support 

themselves.

“They have supported special 

initiatives to help refugee women and 

girls and projects that help refugees to 

earn a living in difficult conditions.”

UNHCR: Some refugees in Delhi will soon 
become entrepreneurs

Australian Minister Chris Bowen (extreme right)  and Jose Alvarez from the Australian 
High Commission watch a presentation by Somali and Afghan refugees on a project in 
New Delhi funded by the Australian Government.
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UNA BLOG

n conjunction with the Executive 

Committee meeting of the Indian 

Federation of UN Associations I
being convened in Delhi, members of 

UN Associations from across the 

country were invited to an Open House 

at the UNIC office. Among them were 

IFUNA managing committee members 

from Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Haryana, 

Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, 

Orissa and West Bengal.

UNIC Director Kiran Mehra-

Kerpelman welcomed the UNA 

representatives and spoke about the 

long and deep partnership that UNIC 

shared with them. UNIC Librarian Dr. 

R.K. Sharma gave the guests an e-

tour of our website. IFUNA Secretary-

General Suresh Srivastava said that 

IFUNA greatly valued the guidance 

given by UNIC New Delhi and referred 

to the recent MOU between UNIC and 

Open House for UN Associations

IFUNA whereby the latter would 

organize the observance of four UN 

Days in different parts of India.
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he Maharashtra United 

Nations Association (MUNA) T in collaboration with the 

Indian Coast Guard (ICG) and the 

UN Information Centre (UNIC) 

observed World Environment Day on 

5 June aboard the Coast Guard ships 

ICGS Samudra Prahari and INS 

Sankalp at Mumbai. The event was a 

first of its kind initiative between 

MUNA and the armed services that 

address marine environment 

protection in the state. The 

celebration was on the theme ‘Green 

Economy: Are you part of it?’ 

Deputy Inspector General NV 

Narasimha welcomed the guests and 

spoke about the activities of the 

Indian Coast Guard which include 

safeguarding the Indian coastline as 

well as protecting the marine ecology 

and environment. This was followed 

by the video messages of UN 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and 

UNIC Director Kiran Mehra-

Kerpelman on the occasion of World 

Environment Day.

The speakers at the event included 

MUNA Secretary-General A.A. Syed, 

Executive Chairperson Mohini 

Mathur, Secretary and Youth Wing 

President Ashraf Ahmed Shaikh, 

and DIG Donny Michael. This was 

followed by a debate between ICG 

Environment Day with the Coast Guard
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officials and the members of civil 

society on ‘Environment Protection 

Consciousness in India’. 

This event concluded with the ICG 

displaying the pollution response 

equipment on board the indigenously 

built pollution control vessel ICGS 

Samudra Prahari. 

and liveable world children’s voices need 

to be heard and acted upon.

www.iyv+10.org




